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Call for Papers 
2nd LAT CAR Symposium  

ICTM Study Group Music and Dance in Latin America and the Caribbean  
 

Time, Identity, and Memory  
March 9-13, 2020 

Department of Music, University of Sciences and Arts of Chiapas  
Facultad de Música, Universidad de Ciencias y Artes de Chiapas 

Tuxtla Gutíerrez, Chiapas, Mexico  
 
The symposium “Time, Identity, and Memory” represents the second meeting of the 
International Council for Traditional music (ICTM) Study Group “Music and Dance in Latin 
America and the Caribbean (LAT CAR).”   

The diverse regions and communities of Latin America and the Caribbean have lived 
through social, political and cultural changes that have transformed and reconstructed 
collective subjectivities within and beyond the borders of individual nation states. Music and 
dance practices across this region have played a central role in articulating these changes over 
time. For decades, ethnomusicologists have been observing how expressions of music and 
dance not only contribute to the formation of national, cultural, social, and gender identities, 
but also play a role in the (re)construction of individual and collective memories, proposing 
alternative narratives that inform contemporary identity politics. Over the course of this 
symposium, we propose to explore and debate how urban and rural dance and music practices 
participate in the construction of collective subjectivities past and present across Latin America 
and the Caribbean. 

Within this larger theme we aim to examine how sonic and corporeal expressive practices 
form and influence understandings of locality and globalization, gender, emotion, corporality, 
diasporic, national and transnational musical communities, and movements of resistance and 
activism. In addition, we welcome research on the transmission and pedagogy of musical 
practices and how these transmit social and identity changes through musical education. We 
also invite research on the perception of time and temporalities in musical expression, their 
relation to space and ideas of musics of the past, present and future, and how these manifest 
and transform within diverse expressive practices. We welcome presentations about individual 
and collective memories, oral history, documentation, archives (private, public, institutional, 
community, online, etc), as well as studies of people and historic figures in music, dance, 
ethnomusicology and ethnochoreology. The symposium supports reflections on theories, 
practices, and methodologies of contemporary ethnomusicology and ethnochoreology, as well 
as ideas, methods and analysis of participatory and applied research. Those interested in 
participating are invited to submit proposals related to these themes. We also welcome 
additional themes. 

This symposium seeks to foster an open space for a variety of ontologies and epistemologies, 
including diverse notions of music, dance, sound, performance, and moving bodies within the 
geographical space of Latin America and the Caribbean. In an attempt to open up disciplinary 
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boundaries of knowledge production in ethnomusicology and ethnochoreology, the Study 
Group LATCAR offers additional spaces for research applying audiovisual, applied, didactic, 
and performative methods of inquiry about music, dance, and related themes. We also strongly 
encourage active participation from people who are members of underrepresented 
sociopolitical groups, in addition to individuals and people groups that have been marginalized 
and discriminated against based on their ethnic origins, gender identities, sexual orientations, 
social class, religion, (dis)abilities, age, or political orientation, thus giving voice and space to 
the many diverse voices that make up this vast world region. 

The symposium will be hosted by the Department of Music in the University of Sciences 
and Arts of Chiapas (UNICACH), located in the city of Tuxtla Gutiérrez from March 9th to the 
13th in 2020. Proposals and papers may be submitted and given in one of the three main 
academic languages within Latin America and the Caribbean (Spanish, Portuguese, or 
English). One of the goals of this symposium is to make the International Council for 
Traditional Music more accessible to scholars and students who have not been able to 
participate in the biennial ICTM conferences due to financial, political, or linguistic barriers. 
 
 
ABSTRACT SUBMISSION GUIDELINES 
 
• Individual paper abstracts should be within 250 and 300 words. Presentations should be 20 
minutes with 10 minutes for questions. 
• Panel or roundtable abstracts about specific topics should include a 300 word general abstract 
and 250 word individual summaries. 
• Workshop proposals should specify an objective, and pedagogical approach or method along 
with an abstract of 350 to 500 words. 
• Documentary video proposals should include an abstract of 250 to 300 words and a link to 
the documentary film (a maximum of 60 minutes). 
• Performance demonstrations or innovative and experimental presentation formats should 
have a proposed duration of 20 to 60 minutes. These abstracts should be a maximum of 500 
words and include information about the format and content of the session. 
 
 
DEADLINES FOR SUBMISSION 
 
Proposals and abstracts should be sent by August 15, 2019 to the email: 
ictm.latcar20@unicach.mx  
Each abstract should include names and surnames, brief biographies, institutional affiliations 
(when applicable), emails, and technical requirements. The programming committee will select 
proposals via a double-blind, peer-reviewed process and notify participants of their acceptance 
by September 30, 2019. 
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PROGRAM COMMITTEE 
 
· Samuel Araújo, Federal University of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 
· Hannah Balcomb, University of California, Riverside, USA 
· Nora Bammer, University of Vienna, Austria 
· Juan Bermúdez, University of Vienna, Austria 
· Enrique Cámara, University of Valladolid, Spain 
· Adriana Cerletti, University of Buenos Aires, Argentina 
· Marita Fornaro, University of The Republic, Uruguay 
· Jennie Gubner, University of California San Francisco, USA 
· Deise Lucy Montardo, Federal University of The Amazonas, Brazil 
· Israel Moreno, University of Sciences and Arts of Chiapas, Mexico 
· Ana Silverio, Independent scholar, Brazil 
· Javier Silvestrini, University of Music and Dramatic Arts of Vienna, Austria 
· Jessie Vallejo, California State Polytechnic University, USA 
· Maria Elena Vinueza, University of the Arts, Cuba 
 
STUDY GROUP STEERING COMMITTEE 
 
Hannah Balcomb (USA/Argentina), Nora Bammer (Austria/Ecuador), Juan Bermúdez 
(Austria/México), Adriana Cerletti (Argentina),  Marita Fornaro (Uruguay), Jennie Gubner 
(USA/Argentina), Ana Silverio (Brazil), Javier Silvestrini (Austria/Puerto Rico), Jessie Vallejo 
(USA/Ecuador) 
 
LOCAL ARRANGEMENTS COMMITTEE 
 
Klaas Balijon, Juan Bermúdez, Roberto Hernández, Miguel Jiménez, Keiko Kotoku, Felipe 
Martínez, William Martínez, Israel Moreno, Roberto Palomeque, Miguel Pavía 
 
INSTITUTIONAL FINANCIAL SUPPORT  
 
University of Sciences and Arts of Chiapas 
 
COSTS 
 
Each participant is responsible for covering the costs of their travel and lodging. Given the 
inclusive nature of this symposium and the generosity of the University of Sciences and Arts 
of Chiapas, we will not charge a registration fee. Additionally, performances and activities 
related to the symposium will be free for participants. 
At the end of the symposium, there will be a planned outing. The cost of this trip will be covered 
by participants. In order to best organize this day trip, we ask that participants inform us of 
their interest in participating in the trip when registering for the symposium. 
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FINANCIAL SUPPORT 
 
The ICTM offers financial support to help participants attend Study Group symposia. Requests 
for financial support should be submitted in English and meet the requirements and conditions 
described in the following links. Each request should be addressed to the Secretariat of ICTM 
and not to the Study Group. In the event that your request is approved for this symposium, the 
Study Group will be able to assist in offering an official letter confirming your participation in 
the symposium. 
 
Applications for financial assistance will be accepted until the end of September: 
Maud Karpeles Fund: http://www.ictmusic.org/financial-assistance/maud-karpeles-fund  
Young Scholars Fund (for colleagues who are at the beginning of their academic career): 
http://www.ictmusic.org/financial-assistance/young-scholars-fund  
 
In addition to these financial support options and with the intent to encourage maximum 
participation in this symposium, the Department of Music of UNICACH and the LATCAR 
Study Group will be looking into further financial support opportunities beyond what ICTM 
offers. We will post information about any additional financial support opportunities on our 
official symposium page in the near future. 
 
 
SYMPOSIUM VENUE & THE CITY OF TUXTLA GUTIÉRREZ (CHIAPAS, 
MÉXICO) 
 
The University of Sciences and Arts of Chiapas (UNICACH) is a public higher education 
institution that, since its founding in 1944, has been socially and historically dedicated to the 
society and community of Chiapas. Today, it is known as the second most important university 
of Chiapas. The Department of Music of UNICACH, in parallel with the university, serves the 
region with the recovery, creation, recreation, and diffusion of its musical culture and its 
contributions to enriching regional, national, and international cultures and improving the 
quality of life and society. Since its founding, UNICACH has been the host and promoter of 
artistic events at the national and international levels.  
 
The Department of Music at the University of Sciences and Arts of Chiapas is located in the 
city of Tuxtla Gutiérrez, capital of the Mexican state of Chiapas. Tuxtla Gutiérrez is a city that 
provides all of the necessary services to satisfy visitors with a variety of needs and tastes. 
Likewise, visitors are able to enjoy excellent urban restaurants and hotels in addition to 
contemporary Indigenous (e.g., Zoque) practices based on ancestral customs. Furthermore, due 
to its strategic location, Tuxtla Gutiérrez offers an excellent starting point for getting to know 
the rich cultural and natural environments offered throughout the state of Chiapas. 
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TRANSPORTATION DIRECTIONS AND CONNECTIONS 
 
Tuxtla Gutiérrez has an international airport (Ángel Albino Corzo; TGZ), as well as various 
bus lines. The Department of Music is located approximately 30 km (18 miles) from the airport 
and 5 km (3.1 miles) from the bus station. Whether you arrive by plane or by bus, you may 
also take a taxi or local public transit bus to our campus. 
 
 
LODGING 
 
Tuxtla Gutiérrez has a wide variety of hotels and other possible housing options (including Air 
BnB). 
The Department of Music recommends the hotel Andiroba Palace, with which they have 
negotiated a special price for symposium participants.  
Hotel “Andiroba Palace” 
http://hotelespalace.com.mx  
* Be sure to inform Andiroba Palace of your participation in the symposium when you make 
your reservations. 
 
 
MORE INFORMATION 
 
● ICTM Study Group “Music and Dance in Latin America and the Caribbean” 

https://sites.google.com/view/ictmlatcar/home  
● Department of Music of the University of Sciences and Arts of Chiapas  

https://www.famunicach.com  
● More information about Tuxtla Gutiérrez y lodgning options at: 

https://www.visitmexico.com/es/destinos-principales/chiapas/tuxtla-gutierrez  
● Contact for more information:  

○ Local Arrangements Committee: ictm.latcar20@unicach.mx 
○ Study Group Steering Committee: ictm.latcar@gmail.com 

 
  


